Prominent acrocentric chromosome satellites in child patients with mental retardation or psychiatric disorders; no IQ-satellite size correlation.
Child patients with mental retardation or psychiatric disorders were selected for the presence of prominent acrocentric chromosome satellites and highest or lowest IQ scores. No correlation was found between IQ scores, of which eleven were below IQ 54 and 16 above IQ 68, and the length of acrocentric short arm, satellite, stalk, or short arm material below the stalk. Conventional staining, quinacrine fluorescence, C banding and ammoniacal silver staining revealed the apparent same acrocentric short arm variation between patient and one parent in eight families studied. These findings suggest that the satellite variants were truly normal variants and not etiologically related to the developmental disorders seen in the patients.